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age, was an Irreconcileable at the head of an army ;
and we all know what he thought of the Parliament
which anticipated the democratic assemblies of our
day.

Of all modern Irreconcileables, the Nationalists
appear to be the most impracticable, and of all
governments, popular governments seem least likely
to cope with them successfully. Nobody can say
exactly what Nationalism is, and indeed the dan-
gerousness of the theory arises from its vagueness.
It seems full of the seeds of future civil convulsion.
As it is sometimes put, it appears to assume that
men of one particular race suffer injustice if they are
placed under the same political institutions with men
of another race. But Race is quite as ambiguous a
term as Nationality. The earlier philologists had
certainly supposed that the branches of mankind
speaking languages of the same stock were somehow
connected by blood ; but no scholar now believes
that this is more than approximately true, for con-
quest, contact, and the ascendency of a particular
literate class, have quite as much to do with com-
munity of language as common descent. Moreover,
several of the communities claiming the benefit of the
new theory are certainly not entitled to it. The
Irish are an extremely mixed race, and it is only by
a perversion of language that the Italians can be
called a race at all. The fact is that any portion of a